
minutes of the Parish CounCil meeting
Tuesday 6th March 2018  Cliddesden Memorial Hall meeting room   7.30pm

Present Parish Councillors Alan Tyler (Chair), Mark Gifford, Hazel Metz, Simon Barker; Clerk
Susan Turner.  Guests: Ward Cllr Mark Ruffell, PC Reid, Parish Tree Warden Alison Mossen;

Member of the Public: 1

1 WelCome & aPologies

Apologies Lynda Plenty, County Cllr Anna McNair-Scott, Angela Fewster, Bob Price.

2 PC reiD’s rePort  

2.1 snow – march 2018 Road to the school blocked mornings of Monday 5th and
Tuesday 6th March as snow from remaining drifts blown over the road. Following a
call from PC Reid, Lord Lymington sent a tractor with bucket shovel to clear.

2.2 report since last meeting

i. Items recorded since last meeting

10.01 Report of female on mobile while driving
12.01 Suspicious 4x4 on Farleigh Road 01.20 hrs
09.02 Suspicious car Farleigh Wallop 02.01, made off at speed into Cliddesden.

From Wickham area, links with criminality.
06.03 Cleared snow from Church Lane using local farmers’ vehicles to enable

parents to drive to school.

ii. Crime 2018

Criminal damage to crops x 2 Swallick
Criminal damage to car in Hackwood Lane.

3 PuBliC session  

3.1. litter bin by Church Path Reported overflowing. The bins are usually emptied
regularly by the BDBC street cleaning team, so this is likely due to the snow last
week, Clerk to check with BDBC.

4 WarD CounCillor rePort  

4.1 green infrastructure strategy

The Green Infrastructure Strategy comes within Cllr Ruffell’s Planning & Infrastructure
Portfolio. Natural Basingstoke have worked on every stage of the Review intended to
improve the natural environment particularly in urban areas. He urged the Parish
Council to respond to the consultation (ending 30th March 2018).

4.2 Ward Boundary review

The Ward Boundary review proposes a reduction in Ward Cllr numbers from 60 to 56
(at a time the population of B&D is growing) and requires three-councillor Wards
across the borough. This is not a workable solution for Upton Grey and the Candovers
which is distinct from higher density neighbouring areas to the north and looking
west towards Oakley and Overton, combined wards would cover huge areas. 

It seems the review allows for ‘exceptional circumstances’. Cllr Ruffell requested the
Parish Council engage with the consultation which ends 7th May 2018.

4.3 neighbourhood Plans

Sherfield on Loddon and St Mary Bourne Neighbourhood Plans have recently been
adopted. Cllr Ruffell urged the Parish Council to consider these Plans. Potentially
joining with neighbouring Parishes can spread the workload with different groups
focussing on different topics. These only have to be short documents but can shape
the future of the Parish and help turn away unwanted development.

For signature .............................



Parish Council comments – Cllr Ruffell’s message is clear, a Neighbourhood Plan is
worth having, it is a safeguard or at least another barrier against unwanted
development. The Parish Council is committed to the concept but needs to recruit
volunteers / knock on doors. This will be a main topic at the Parish Assembly.

4.4 BDBC local Plan

Cllr Ruffell said that the 850 dwellings per annum currently required of the Local Plan
is higher than surrounding boroughs / districts and the new Government proposals on
calculating housing need will require more. It isn’t he said too surprising the
Government is taking back control, policies generally go around in cycles.

Maintaining an even housing supply is a challenge. Large sites have to allow for the
complexity of development and then the need not to oversupply and flood the
market. New sites put forward in the 2017 call for sites are likely being assessed
now. It is unlikely those previously rejected will be re-assessed differently.

PC Reid and Cllr Ruffell left the meeting with thanks from the Parish Council.

4 minutes of last meeting of 2nd January, agreed, signed by Chair.

5 DeClarations of interest None

6 Planning

6.1. tCa applications

Several tree applications received. Tree warden advised that more importance needs
to be placed on trees and their management, including correct time of year for works.
Suitable time of year should be considered regarding all the works requested below.

T/00101/18/TCA (22 Feb) Crockley House, Farleigh Road. Pine (T1): Fell. Pine (T2):
Fell. This application is to remove two ornamental conifers and the Parish Council will
not object. However it will respond requesting consideration be given to the removal
of protection and cover for birds and (though recognising that replacing the trees is
not a requirement) request means be considered of providing alternative habitat.

Tree warden comment: ‘These trees provide good roosting sites for birds and shelter
from inclement weather. The trees also add character to the landscape. Just because
they are conifers doesn’t mean they are not valuable.’

T/00087/18/TCA (14 Feb 2018) Glentara, Farleigh Road. Red maple: crown reduce
leaving a finished height of no less than 8m with a crown spread of no less than 5m.
T2 Maple: crown reduce leaving a finished height of no less than 7m with a crown
spread of no less than 3m. T4 Prunus: crown reduce leaving a finished height of no
less than 8m with a crown spread of no less than 5m. T5 Silver birch: crown reduce
leaving a finished height of no less than 11m with a crown spread of no less than 4m.
T6 Red maple: crown reduce leaving a finished height of no less than 11m with a
crown spread of no less than 5m. T8 Silver birch: crown reduce leaving a finished
height of no less than 12m with a crown spread of no less than 6m. 

Parish Council no objection. Tree Warden comment: No issue with the tree works.

T/00115/18/TCA (26 Feb 2018) Cliddesden Pond, Cliddesden. To carry out tree works
as per recommendations report from Primary Tree Surgeons dated 8th January 2018.
Note: trees T11, T12, T13, T14, T15 to be repollarded to old pollard points (1.5m).

See aPPenDiX i for tree work details.

Primary Tree Surgeons’ report and the subsequent planning application was instigated
by the Parish Council to inform and allow necessary tree management at the pond.

AGREED ‘Red’ works should be undertaken asap as follows (supported by the Tree Warden):
T3 Early mature Mountain Ash (by telephone box): Remove branches rubbing against
telegraph pole. T4 Mature Willow, multi-stemmed. Removed dead stem on south side.
ACTION Clerk to liaise with Primary Tree Surgeons and supply purchase order.
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AGREED Parish Council will consider ‘amber’ works to be undertaken November / December.
The Parish Council will not undertake ‘Green’ works. FUTURE ACTION for September
Parish Council meeting.

Comments and considerations:
Tree works unless urgent / essential should not be done at this time of year for
ecological / environmental reasons. The Tree Warden advised that pollarding is
detrimental to trees in the spring when sap rising, tree biology should be better
understood. The Parish Council is mindful of the importance of trees in a rural village
environment. The Parish Council does not own the pond trees and must consider
appropriate allocation of Parish funds.

Two recent tree applications below for consideration:

T/00117/18/TCA (28 Feb 2018) Yew Tree Cottage, Farleigh Road, Cliddesden. Trees
works as per document 1 and additional information on email dated 27/02/18.

T/00113/18/TCA (27 Feb 2018) 21 Southlea Cliddesden. 1 Lime: crown reduce as per
annotated photograph, remove crossing limbs and deadwood.

ACTION: Clerk to liaise with tree warden, and draft responses for circulation.

6.2 tPo enforcement

Regarding the Western Red Cedars felled in breach of Tree Preservation Order
TPO/BDB328, updates from BDBC Tree Officers have been requested.

AGREED Trees and hedging are part of the planning process which should be respected and
enforced. Parish Council to request replacement planting, with smaller trees if
appropriate – there are many beautiful small native trees eg Hawthorn, Native Cherry.

6.3. Parish Planning applications

(See Appendix ii for all applications relating to the Parish)

i. new applications for consideration

18/00408/HSE and 18/00466/LBC (19 Feb 2018) The Laithe House, Woods
Lane, Cliddesden RG25 2JF. Erection of single storey glazed link between main
dwelling and ancillary bungalow. Construction of 1.8m brick and flint panel
boundary walls. Parish Council response: no objection.

18/00116/FUL (7th Feb) Newland Lodge, Woods Lane, Cliddesden RG25 2JG. Erection
of a detached four bed dwelling following demolition of existing. Parish Council
response: no objection.

Noted that this application is for a replacement dwelling; a similar application has
current approval Reference 15/00114/FUL (Granted 25th March 2015).

18/00075/HSE (9th Jan) The Lawns, Woods Lane. Erection of detached double
garage. This application has been withdrawn (5th March).

ii. application granted

17/03218/FUL (28th Sept 2017) Erection of 1 no. 3 bed, 1 no. 4 bed and 2 no. 5
bed dwellings, with 2 carports and new access. Langdale, Woods Lane. 
Recommended for approval by the case officer and approved by the
Development Control Committee of 9th February. 

6.3. inwood Copse – application for Camp site

The Parish Council commented on the Inwood Copse camping application (See
Appendix iii). Response from the BDBC Tree Officer recommending refusal noted.
Tree warden Alison Mossen advised that the alternative use proposed by the Estate of
continuing commercial woodland is by far preferable in terms of environmental impact.
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6.4. neighbourhood Plan

BDBC had been very helpful in answering questions and supplying information. Noted
that there is previous work in the Village Design Statement to build on.

ACTION: Mark Gifford to circulate information and Plans received.

6.4. green infrastructure strategy

AGREED Parish Council to consider and comment.

7 Parish assemBly

Friday 11th May in the Village Hall. Agreed 7 for 7.30 start.

Local groups / businesses invited to have a table / stand.

Main topics:

1. Requirements of the Local Plan / Policy / Future development in the Village.
2. Neighbourhood Plan. 
3. Awareness of Trees as central to the rural Village environment.
Including tree management, requirements of planning, TPOs and the Conservation
Area., dos and don’ts; leaflet drop to raise awareness that trees affect the way they
live – impact on air quality, water quality, flooding. ‘Health and the Environment the
most important thing in life as without it no life.’ AGREED This needs to be widely
supported and promoted beyond 3CG.
4. Further topics – Community SpeedWatch and Speed Indicator Device.

ACTION Presentations / notices to be drafted. Entry in Newsletter. Further discussion at AGM.

8 WarD BounDary revieW

AGREED Parish Council to consider and comment (see 4.2).

9 village hall CCtv

In hand, Village Hall committee awaiting quotes.

10 sChool liaison

Deferred as Lynda Plenty not present. Comment noted regarding the small proportion
of children in the school actually from Cliddesden.

11 maintenanCe & highWays

11.1 Woods lane – overhanging trees and bushes

Noted excellent job by Highways in cutting back hedges and vegetation along Woods
Lane – along the unrestricted stretch, housing to M3. Clerk confirmed thanks had
been sent to County Cllr McNair-Scott and local highways engineer.

Question was raised as to why this stretch of road was national speed limit?

A. All Woods Lane and Station Road used to be unrestricted. Police won’t support
lower limit in Woods Lane from housing to M3 as unenforceable.

11.2 southlea steps

Awaiting further information from Highways

11.3 speed indicator devises – Awaiting further information from Highways

11.4 Community speedwatch

To be considered at the Parish Assembly alongside use of Speed Indicator Device.

11.5 Pond

i. ownership

Clerk confirmed that enquiries continue to show the pond to be unregistered land.
Alison Mossen confirmed that the pond land has no owner having been overlooked in
early land boundary maps.
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ii. Water quality and management

Alison Mossen (C3G) commented on the poor water quality due to unfiltered run-off
from the roads and agricultural land. ‘There are several causes of green algae in
ponds including excess sunlight (ie not enough shading), stagnant water which
contains too much carbon dioxide and not enough oxygen, too many nitrates and
phosphates (agricultural run-off) and too few living water plants serving to balance
the pond’s ecosystem. Cutting back any vegetation will only exacerbate the problem
of algae.'

AGREED Alison agreed to draft a planting and maintenance programme for the pond.

11.6 Bus shelter

Purchase order provided to Alan Eckton. He will proceed with works asap.

12 finanCe

12.1 Cheques for signature

710  Personalised print Feb Newsletter £73.50
711  Clerk’s salary Dec and Jan £505.26
712  Clerk for Land registry ‘Deedflow’ £  71.92.

12.2 accounts to date See aPPenDiX iv

12.3 audit

Internal audit arranged with John Murray.

Under new auditing arrangements, no external audit will be required as annual
turnover under £25k. ‘Notice of exemption’ to be signed and returned at end of
financial year.

12.4 Clerk salary review

AGREED Clerk salary increase to next Spinal Column Point (26) on NALC pay scales 2016-18,
ie £12.16 x 5 x 52 = £3161.60 / 12 = £263.46 per calendar month.

13 Data ProteCtion

Noted that new Data Protection Regulations were enacted by Parliament last week
and come into force on 25th May. Clerk has requested written permission (email) to
hold emails for the purpose of circulating the Village Newsletter. Any emails without
such permission by this date will be deleted and a record made of their deletion.
Clerk to draft a ‘Privacy Policy’ and the Parish Council will require a Data Controller.
HALC guidance awaited and likely topic for the BDAPTC meeting on 26th March.

14 further rePorts

14.1 Permissive footpaths

The Portsmouth Estate emailed the Parish Council to the effect that it is reviewing
public access on Estate land around the village and welcomes feedback. A subject for
consideration is use of footpaths by horse riders which has prompted complaints from
local walkers. The Estate would like to understand what the Village would like to see
by way of access, as well as any views on the conflicts between different users. 

It was noted that the Estate will benefit from authorised public access to help deter
unwanted access and activity such as fly-tipping.

ACTION Parish Councillors will seek opinions where the opportunity arrises. Also a subject for
the Parish Assembly and possibly the Newsletter.

14.2 the 3Cg agm / party is to be held on 17th April.

15 neXt meetings  Tuesday 1st May AGM; Parish Assembly Friday 11th May.
Then Tuesday 3rd July; 4th Sept; 6th November.

Meeting closed at 9.15pm with thanks to all present.  
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aPPenDiX i.ii – PonD tree rePort

 

 4 

Findings and Recommendations 

The assessment was undertaken by PTS Directors Andrew Jones and Sam Wakefield on 5th January 2018, 
from the ground in all cases.  No specialist equipment was used.  Weather conditions on the day were still, 
dry and clear.  All measurements are approximate.   

See Appendix 1 on Page 8 for accompanying Site Sketch Map. 

Tree 
Id 

Description Recommendations (& alternative options) Priority 

T1 Semi mature Rowan; slightly one-sided crown due 
to proximity of T2.  Few low branches overhang 
parking spaces, obstruction likely to increase when 
in leaf. 
 

Tip lift to 3m branches overhanging parking 
spaces 

 

T2 Early mature Birch; double-stemmed at 1m, 
previously crown reduced at 5m. BT and covered 
power lines run through the crown. Crown hangs 
low on the south side over Church Lane. Scattering 
of dead wood in the crown to be expected in a 
tree this age and size.  
 

Crown reduce to previous reduction points (to 
take below cables). 

 

Cut back overhang to kerbside  

T3 Early mature Mountain Ash; dense crown 
overhangs telephone box.  Branches rub against 
telegraph pole.  BT and covered power lines run 
through the crown. 
See image 1 
 

Remove branches rubbing against telegraph pole  
Crown reduce by c. 1m to take below cables  

T4 Mature Willow; multi-stemmed at 0.75m, signs of 
decay in lower stems, x1 dead stem on south side.  
Crown hangs low over pond.  BT and covered 
power lines run through the crown.  
See image 2  
 

Remove dead stem  
Crown reduce by c. 5m to reduce weight on 
potentially decayed stems and take below cables 

 

T5 Semi mature Mountain Ash; double-stemmed at 
base, ivy-clad, BT and covered power lines run 
through the crown. 
 

Crown reduce to 1m below cables  

T6 Semi mature Mountain Ash; multi-stemmed at 
base, BT and covered power lines run through the 
crown. 
 

Crown reduce to 1m below cables  

G7 Group of mature Cornus; all have been cut back to 
kerbside along the boundary with the farm 
driveway. 
 

No action  

T8 Semi mature Willow; degree of movement 
detected at the root plate when pressure was 

Fell   
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 5 

applied, bark damage at 2.5m caused by passing 
vehicles. 
See image 3 
 

T9 Semi mature Mountain Ash; leans towards pond. 
 

No action  

T10 Semi mature Field Maple; overhangs farm 
driveway, branches snapped by passing vehicles.  
  

No action   

T11 Semi mature Willow; multi-stemmed at base, 
historically pollarded at c. 1.5m. Boughs on the 
west side lean over pond. 
See image 4 
 

Cut back low hanging boughs to pond edge   
Crown reduce by c. 3m to reduce weight on old 
pollard heads and base supporting many stems 

 

Pollard to c. 1.5m*** (see conclusion)  

T12 Semi mature Willow; multi-stemmed at base, 
historically pollarded at c. 1.5m. Boughs on the 
west side lean over pond. 
 

Cut back low hanging boughs to pond edge   
Crown reduce by c. 3m to reduce weight on old 
pollard heads and base supporting many stems 

 

Pollard to 1.5m ***(see conclusion)  
T13 Semi mature Willow; multi-stemmed at base, 

historically pollarded at c. 1.5m. 
X1 branch overhangs driveway on the east side 
has been removed; x1 long leaning stem remains. 
 

Remove long leaning stem  
Pollard to c. 1.5m ***  

T14 Semi mature Willow; multi-stemmed at base, 
historically pollarded at c. 1.5m  
 

Crown reduce by c. 3m to reduce weight on old 
pollard heads and base supporting many stems 

 

Pollard to 1.5m ***(see conclusion)  
T15 Mature Willow; overhangs run-off channel. Multi-

stemmed at base, ivy-clad with a curry plant 
understory.  Previously cut back from driveway to 
avoid impeding passing vehicles. X1 long, leaning 
branch. 
 

Cut back long leaning branch to fence line  
Pollard to c. 1.5m *** (see conclusion)  

T16 Mature Cherry; now single stemmed as a result of 
historical removal of twin stem, previously crown 
reduced at 7m. 
 

No action  

T17 Semi mature Birch; tall and thin as a result of 
planting close to adjacent trees, planting stake 
remains. 
 

Remove stake   

G18 X3 clumps of Willow; regularly coppiced to 1m on 
the north side of the pond bank.  
 

No action  
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live aPPliCations

T/00117/18/TCA (28 Feb 2018) Yew Tree Cottage, Farleigh Road, Cliddesden. Trees works as
per document 1 and additional information on email dated 27/02/18.

T/00113/18/TCA (27 Feb 2018) 21 Southlea Cliddesden. 1 Lime: crown reduce as per
annotated photograph, remove crossing limbs and deadwood.

T/00115/18/TCA (26 Feb 2018) Cliddesden Pond, Cliddesden. To carry out tree works as per
recommendations report from Primary Tree Surgeons dated 8th January 2018. Note: trees
T11, T12, T13, T14, T15 to be repollarded back to old pollard points (1.5m).

T/00101/18/TCA (22 Feb) Crockley House Farleigh Road.  Pine (T1): Fell. Pine (T2): Fell.

18/00408/HSE and 18/00466/LBC (19 Feb 2018) The Laithe House, Woods Lane, Cliddesden
RG25 2JF. Erection of single storey glazed link between main dwelling and ancillary bungalow.
Construction of 1.8m brick and flint panel boundary walls. Case officer Marie Tworny,
consultation date not avail.

T/00087/18/TCA (14 Feb 2018 ) Glentara Farleigh Road Cliddesden. Red maple: crown reduce
leaving a finished height of no less than 8m with a crown spread of no less than 5m. T2
Maple: crown reduce leaving a finished height of no less than 7m with a crown spread of no
less than 3m. T4 Prunus: crown reduce leaving a finished height of no less than 8m with a
crown spread of no less than 5m. T5 Silver birch: crown reduce leaving a finished height of no
less than 11m with a crown spread of no less than 4m. T6 Red maple: crown reduce leaving a
finished height of no less than 11m with a crown spread of no less than 5m. T8 Silver birch:
crown reduce leaving a finished height of no less than 12m with a crown spread of no less
than 6m.

18/00116/FUL (7th Feb) Newland Lodge, Woods Lane, Cliddesden RG25 2JG. Erection of a
detached four bed dwelling following demolition of existing. case officer Rob Sims, consultation
to 28th Feb. Reference 15/00114/FUL (Granted Wed 25th March 2015) Erection of detached
four bedroom dwelling following demolition of existing bungalow.

PenDing

17/03580/ROC Land To The Rear Of 8 Woods Lane RG25 2JF. Removal of conditions 6 and 7 of
permission 17/00656/FUL (erection of 1 no. 4 bed dwelling) relating to alterations to the
existing access. Case Officer Laura Peplow

17/04222/FUL (8th Jan 2018) Land At OS Ref 460885 146376 Inwood Copse, Farleigh Lane
Dummer. Change of use of land to a seasonal camp site, erection of associated amenity
buildings, delivery of a Woodland Ecology Management Plan, and widening of existing access.
Case Officer Russell Stock. 

17/03487/FUL Land Adjacent to Junction 6 M3 Basingstoke. Construction of a new Motorway
Service Area to comprise an amenity building, lodge, drive thru coffee unit, associated car,
coach, motorcycle, caravan, HGV and abnormal load parking, and a fuel filling station with
retail shop, together with alterations to the adjoining roundabout on the M3 and slip roads to
form an access point and works to the highway. Provision of landscaping, infrastructure and
ancillary works. Case Officer Lucy Page. Parish Council response – objection. Present deadline
is 1st Feb 2018. 

WithDraWn

18/00075/HSE (WD 5th March, reg 9 Jan) The Lawns, Woods Lane. Erection of detached
double garage.

granteD

17/04136/HSE (granted 14th Feb, reg 20 Dec) 4 Millars Cottages, Station Road, Cliddesden.
Erection of a part two storey, part single storey side extension.

17/03218/FUL (Granted 9th Feb DC, reg 28th Sept 2017) Erection of 1 no. 3 bed, 1 no. 4 bed
and 2 no. 5 bed dwellings, with 2 carports and new access. Langdale, Woods Lane RG25 2JF

17/04164/HSE (granted 22nd Jan, reg 8 Dec) 10 Hackwood Lane Cliddesden. Conversion of

existing integral garage to living accommodation.

aPPenDiX ii – Planning anD tree aPPliCations
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